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LETTER  I. 


TH  E weather  becoming  fo 
exceedingly  fine,  and  the 
whole  face  of  the  - country  ap- 
pearing fo  irrefiftibly  inviting,  de- 
termined me  in  my  excurlion; 

my  heart  was  fet  upon  the 

pleafmg  tour;  and  as  I prefled 
towards  the  lovely  bowers  of 
Hagley,*  my  feelings  declared  me 
perfedtly  happy — I did  not  arrive' 
there  till  the  di^flc  of  the  evening ; 
and  in  the  fweeteft  morning  that 
ever  ulhered  in  the  meridian  of 

^ The  feat  of  Lord  Lyttelton. 

A fprin^. 
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Ipring,  walked  up  an  eafy  winding 
avenue  of  limes,  and  elms,  among 
a thoufand  mellow  throated  birds, 
till  the  houfe  burft  upon  me  in  all 
its  glory. 

I paufed.-*— 

I faw  grandeur  fupported  by 
fimplicity  — I faw  a proof  in  this 
modern  pile,  that  true  elegance 
Ipums  the  aid  of  fuperfiuoUs  or- 
nament. 

My  curiofity  immediately  led 
me  into  the  princely  dome,  where 
I found  every  thing  agreeable  tp 
my  expedation ; the  rooms  conve- 
nient. 
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nient,  and  in  the  jufteft  propor- 
tion } ceiling  pieces  rich : cor-* 
nices,  light,  eligible,  and  fanci- 
fiil:  the  paintings  numerous,  and 
well  chofen ; in  many  of  which, 
Vandyke,  Titian,  and  other  ca- 
pital mailers  fhew  their  inimitable 
pencils. — I found  the  whole  fur- 
nilhed,  with  a propriety,  modefty, 
and  tafle,  which  in  my  opinion,  is 
far  more  agreeable  to  the  eye  than 
the  moft  Iplendid  profufion. 

In  the  hall,  you,  who  are  lb  fond 
of  fculpture,  would  find  a pleafing 
amufement  — but,  as  I know  you 
wilh  me  to  be  very  particular  in 
every  thing  5 I will  clofe  this  let- 
ter with  an  account  of  the  pictures 
A 2 I met 
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I met  with,  as  they  refpeftively 
range,  tiiatj  were  you  to  vifit 
Hagley,  you  might  know  them 
all,  without  the  trouble  of  alking 
a queftion : expeft  no  other  com- 
ment than  that  I think  moft  of 
them  will  bear  to  be  looked  upon 
by  an  eye  of  the  firft  judgment. 

The  HAL  L. 

Over  the  chimney  place,  in  Jluceo- 

Pan  courting  Diana,  with  the 
offering  of  a fleece  of  goat’s  hair ; 
after  a picture  of  Carlo  Marattii 
by  Vapili. 

Medalions,  and  other  ornaments; 
by  the  fame. 

Stone  work  of  the  chimney ; by 
Lovell. 

Statues, 
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Statues,  copied  at  Florence,  from 
the  antique  in  the  Great  Duke’s 
gallery. 

Six  antique  bulls ; and  two  by 
Rilback,  viz.  the  heads  of  Rubens, 
and  Vandyke : that  on  the  right 
from  the  door,  next  to  Mercury, 
is  Vandyke. 

SALOON. 

Hay,  Lord  Carlifle,  full  length; 
and  the  Countefs  of  Portland,  on 
each  fide  the  door  from  the  jjall  | 
by  Vandyke. 

JWxl  the  chimney. 

The  marriage  of  Neptune  and 
Cybele : an  emblematical  pi£ture 
of  the  mixture  of  earth,  and  water, 
A 3 producing 
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producing  plenty.  The  hun?ia» 
figures,  are  by  Rubens. 

Over  the  chimney. 

The  royal  family  of  Charles  the 
firfij  by  Vandyke. 

Over  ike  door. 

Charles  the  firft,  by  old  Stone  a. 
and  over  the  oppofite  door,  his 
Queen.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
this  be  an  original,  by  Vandyke, 
or  a copy  by  Jervife,  at  the  fale 
of  whofe  pictures  it  was  bought. 

Oppojite  the  chimney. 

Venus  reconciled  to  Pfyche ; by 
Titian.  Next  to  that,  Jacob  and 
his  family  journeying  j by  Giacomo 
Bafiano. 


DRAW- 


HAGLEY  PARK.  7 
DRAWING  ROOM. 

Ceiiing, 

Flora,  fcattering  flowers  with 
zephyrs  about  her,  in  the  air  j and 
the  four  corners,  the  feafons  repre- 
fcnted  by  cupids  j by  Cipriani, 

Over  the  chimney. 

Lord  Bath  j by  Ramfey, 

Lord  Cobham,  and  Lord  Chef- 
terfieldj  by  Vanlo.  That  on  the 
right  is  Lord  Cobham. 

Over  the  door  next  the  windows. 

Mr.  H.  Pelham;  by  Shakelton ; 
and  Lord  Hardwicke;  by  Ramfey. 

GALLERY. 

On  each  Jide,  looking'  into  the  park. 

The  princefs  of  Orange,  mother 
to  King  William;  by  Gcrrard 
Huntorft, 

A 4 Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Clifton,  afterwards 
Lord  Treafurer;  by  old  Stone. 

On  each  Jiie  the  South  windows. 

Oliver  Cromwell,  with  Sir  Peter 
Temple;  a copy  by  Jervife,  from 
an  original  in  the  Rich  family  into 
which  his  daughter  married. 

Lady  Barrymore,  with  her  page> 
by  Lely. 

Over  the  door  from  the  drawing  room. 

The  Countefs  of  Bedford;  by 
Vandyke. 

Qn  the  right  of  this.  Sir  Chrillo- 
pher  Minnes,  an  admiral  killed  in 
one  of  the  Dutch  wars ; by  Zoeft, 
a Dutch  painter. 

On  the  left,  Mifs  Brown,  lifter 
to  Sir  George  Browjt  ; by  Lely. 

Next 


HAGLEY  PARK.  9 

Next  to  Mifs  Brown,  the  Duke 
of 'Monmouth  ; by  Lely. 

Next  to  this,  the  Countefs  of 
Suffolk  ; by  the  fame. 

Over  the  chimney. 

A virgin  and  child.  It  is  doubt- 
ful whether  this  be  an  original,  or 
a copy  from  V andyke  ■,  by  old  Stone. 

On  the  left  of  the  chimney. 

The  Countefs  of  Southefke,  and 
Lord  Brounker;  by  Lely. 

Next  to  Lord  Brounker,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  pillar,  the  Countefs 
of  Exeter ; by  Vandyke. 

Over  the  door  into  the  parlour. 

Mifs  Stuart,  afterwards  Duchels 
of  Richmond ; by  Lely,  or  Green- 
hill,  Lely’s  bell  fchglar. 


Next 
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Next  to  this.  Sir  William  Fair- 
fax i by  old  Stone. 

On  the  right  hand  of  the  Weji  window^ 
looking  into  the  country. 

Lady  Lyttelton,  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Fairfax,  and  firft  wife  to 
Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  i by  Lely. 

On  the  left,  Sir  Charles  Lyttel- 
ton, grandfather  to  the  late  Lord 
Lyttelton  i by  Riley. 

Oppofite  to  the  door  into  the  parlour. 

The  Duchefs  of  Buckingham, 
daughter  to  Lord  Fairfax  j by 
Vandyke. 

Next  to  her,  John  Lyttelton,  * 
grandfather  to  Sir  Charles  j by 
Zuccaro. 


PAR- 
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PARLOUR. 

Over  the  chimney. 

Lord  keeper  Lyttelton ; by 
Wright, 

On  the  right  of  this,  admiral 
Weft  i on  the  left,  admiral  Smith  5 
both  by  Wilfon. 

Over  the  door^  on  that  fide  the  room. 

Dr.  Charles  Lyttelton,  biftiop  of 
Carliflej  by  Ramfey. 

Mifs  Mary  Temple,  afterwards 
l.ady  Molefworth;  by  Kneller. 

Over  the  door,  neat  to  the  windows. 

Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton,  Bart,  fon 
to  Sir  Charles  j by  Wilfon. 

His  mother  i by  Dole.  A bad 
likenefs. 


Oppojiti 
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Oppojite  to  the  heaufet. 

A full  length  of  Judge  Lyttel- 
ton, author  of  the  book  of  tenures, 
commented  upon  by  Lord  Coke. 
This  was  copied  from  a picture  in 
the  Middle  Temple  Hall,’  taken 
from  a painted  glafs  in  the  win^ 
dow  of  Frankley  church. 

On  each  fide  of  this,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Lyttelton,  Governor  of  Ja- 
maica, &c.  by  Wilfon  j and  Mifs 
Hefter.  Lyttelton,  afterwards  Mrs. 
Fitzmaurice;  byRobinfon. 

Under  thefe,  Landfcapesj  by 
Zuccarelli. 

Oppofite  to  Mr.  William  Lyt- 
telton, Sir  Richard  Lyttelton, 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  6cc.  by  Pom- 
peo  Battoni. 


Under 
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Under  this,  a Landfcape  taking 
in  a part  of  a Villa  near  Rome, 
where  Pallor  Fido  was  firll  afledj 
by  Wilfon;  who  drew  the  pifture 
of  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton,  and  the 
two  Admirals  j different  from  the 
Wilfon  who  drew  that  of  Governor 
Lyttelton. 

LIBRARY. 

Over  the  chimney- 

Pope,  with  his  dog  Bounces 
by  Richardfon. 

Over  the  door  from  the  hall, 

Gilbert  Well,  Efq;  painter  un  • 
known. 

Over  the  oppofte  door. 

Thomfonj  by  Ackman. 


The 
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The  marble  bulls  of  Milton, 
Shakelpeare,  Spencer,  and  Dryden  5 
were  made  by  Sheenmaker,  and 
left  by  Mr.  Pope  at  his  death  to 
Lord  Lyttelton. 

DRESSING  ROOM 
Next  to  the  Library. 

Over  the  chimney^ 

Mr.  Henry  Lyttelton,  fon  to 
Sir  Charles,  when  a child;  by 
Greenhill. 

J^exl  to  the  chimney. 

Upper  pidlure,  William  Prince 
of  Orange;  the  founder  of  the 
Dutch  common  wealth ; by  Mire- 
velt. 

Under  picture.  Sir  Alexander 
Temple ; by  Corn.  Johnfon. 


Over 
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Over  the  doof  into  the  bed  chamber. 

The  Queen  of  Bohemia  j by 

/ 

Johnfon. 

J^ext  to  her  on  the  right  Jide  of  the  windowi 

Upper  picture  Sir  Robert  Stain- 
more  i by  Gerrard  Huntorft, 
Under  pifture ; Lady  Crump- 
ton, wife  of  Sh*  Tho.  Crumpton; 
by  Cornelius  Johnfon. 

On  the  left  fide  of  the  window. 
Upper  pifture.  Prince  Maurice, 
when  young;  by  Dobfon. 

Under  pifture.  Lady  Paget, 
mother  to  Lady  Crumpton;  by 
Johnfon. 

J(ext  to  Frince  Maurice  on  the  fide  of  the 
window,  oppqfite  to  the  chimney. 
Upper  pidure,  Ferdinando  Lyt- 
telton, 


i6  A DESCRIPTION  OF 


telton,  brother  to  Sir  CJiarles  j by 
Zoeft. 

Under  picture,  Mariel,  daughter 
to  Sir  Thomas  Bromley,  Lord  High 
Chancellor;  and  wife  to  John 
Lyttelton,  Sir  Charles’s  Grand- 
father ; by  C.  Johnfon. 

On  the  other  fide  the  •window. 

Upper  pifture.  Sir  Edward  Ca- 
rew ; by  old  Stone. 

Under  picture.  Sir  Thomas 
Vere;  by  Ruben’s  mailer. 

Over  the  door  from  the  Library. 

Sir  John  Lyttelton,  ann.  dom. 
*557  > by  Zuccaro. 

On  each  fide  of  him.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lyttelton,  knight  and  bart. 
father  to  Sir  Charles;  by  Van 
Somer.  And  his  wife,  the  daugh- 


ter 
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ter  of  Sir  Thomas  Crumpton ; by 
Cornelius  Johnfon. 

Under  thefe,  a landfcape;  by 
Wooton;  and  a fea  piece;  by 
Charles  Bamfylde,  Efq. 

SCARLET  BED  CHAMBER. 

Over  the  chimney. 

The  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth, 
painted  after  the  death  of  Charles 
the  Ild.  by  Le  Fevre,  a French, 
painter. 

Over  the  two  doors. 

The  late  Lord  Lyttelton ; by 
Reynolds.  And 

Lucy  his  firft  Lady  j by  Wil- 
liams j a bad  likenefs. 


B 


GREEX 
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GREEN  BED  CHAMBER. 

Over  the  ckimiiey. 

A dead  Clirifl:,  and  the  three 
Maries ; by  Vandyke, 

On  the  fuie  of  the  chimney^  next  the  bed-, 

Yatchts  at  fea;  by  Stork,  mafter 
of  Vandervelt. 

A lady  unknown;  by  Lely. 

A landfcape  ; by  old  GrelEerj 
being  a view  of  the  Rhine. 

Over  the  door  into  the  drejfing  room. 

A view  of  the  rocks  at  Persfield. 


Over  the  door  oppojite  the  windoxo. 

A view  of  Tintern  abbey,  near 
Persfield, 

Onr 
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Ova-  ike  door  next  the  chimney. 

A vreW  of  a part  of  Miiford 
h^efi,  by  moon-light. 

DRESSING  ROOM, 
Next  to  the  Saloon. 

On  the  fide  next  to  the  bed  chamber.- 

A lady  unknown;  by  Lely. 

A landfcape  ; by  Wooton. 

A landfcape  on  the  fame  fubje(^b 
as  the  arcadia  of  Nicholas  Poupier, 
but  differently  treated ; by  Cipriani. 

Pompey’s  head  brought  to  Cte- 
far ; by  Dr.  Wall,  a learned  phy-» 
fician,  and  a felf-taught  painter. 

Oppofite  to  the  window. 

Upper  piftures ; Sir  Henry  Lyt-« 
telton,  brother  to  Sir  Charles ; and 
B a ^ His 
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His  firft  wife,  daughter  of  Tho- 
mas Carey,  fecond  fon  of  Ro- 
bert Earl  of  Monmouth  j by 
Greenhill. 

Under  piftures  ; an  alto  relievo, 
on  a ruin  in  the  Borghefe  gardens 
at  Rome ; by  Viviano. 

A battle  piece ; by  Wike  j and 
the  triumph  of  Bacchus,  a drawing; 
by  Cipriani. 

Over  the  chimney, 

A boy  in  the  charafter  of  young 
Bacchus;  by  Dobfon. 

David  with  the  head  of  Goliah, 
copied  from  Guido ; by  Jordan. 

A Dutch  market  woman  with  a 
hen ; by  Blocknart. 


A lady 
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A lady  unknown ; by  Gerrard 
Hunthorft. 

Miniatures;  by  Peter  Oliver 
Cooper,  and  others.  ^ 

Over  the  doors* 

King  Charles  the  Ild.  by  a 
painter  unknown;  and 

His  queen ; by  Houfman. 

J^ear  the  door  into  the  Jatoon. 

A perlpeftive  of  a church ; 
painter  unknown, 

A Dutch  bagpiper  and  compa- 
ny ; by  Brughall. 

A drawing;  by  ■ ■■  ■ '■  Barn- 

field,  Efq. 

Among  a colledlion  of  pifturcs, 
painted  by  fuch  eminent  mafters, 
B 3 you 
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you  muft  imagine  J was  highly 
entertained — I was  fo  but  much 
regretted  your  abfence  j — I wanted 
a more  competent  judge  than 
myfelf,  lofing  perhaps  many  of 
their  excellencies  on  that  account. 


Yours, 


LETTER 
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LETTER  II. 


HIS  {lately  manfion  {lands  up- 


on eafy  rifing  ground,  in  the 
mid{l  of,  a rich  and  capacious 
lawn:  except  on  the  North  fide, 
where  for  convenience,  are  the 
offices  and  kitchen  garden : but 
thele,  by  a very  elegant  {hrubbery, 
filled  with  variety  of  evergreens, 
and  verged  with  luxuriant  full 
grown  limes,  and  other  trees,-  to- 
tally conceal  every  offenfive  objeft, 
from  any  point  of  view  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  park. 


B 4 


Before 
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Before  I defcended  the  noble 
Bight  of  fteps,  (which  I thought 
wanted  the  addition  of  a porti- 
co) an  .endlefs  profpeAj  enriched 
with  eveiy  variety,  held  ine  for 
fome  time  in  much  pleafure ; and 
when  I took  my  way  round  the 
houfe  to  the  centre  of  the  North 
front,  I again  paufed  in  admira- 
tion* — 

The  park  from  hence  exhibits  a 
landfcape  that  would  do  honour 
to  the  pencil  of  a Poujfm : — an  in- 
expreflible  glow  of  the  fublime 
and  beautiful,  in  all  the  fullnefs  of 
their  powers*  — Immediately  op- 
pofitc,  happily  diftanced,  on  the 
• brow 
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brow  of  a finely  polifhed  lawn, 
Hands  a tall  and  light  column,  em- 
bofomed  by  a fweeping  grove  of 
pines  and  elms,  falling  down  thfe 
hill,  and  feemingly  connected  with 
the  trees  that  furround  a fmatl 
gothic  church,  within  about  a hun- 
dred paces  from  the  foot.  Large 
oaks  fingle,  and  others  in  groupes, 
from  hence  grace  another  Iwelling 
lawn,  diveffified  with  patches  of 
fern,  extending  itfelf  in  fine  in- 
equalities to  a different  and  loftier 
compartment  of  a wood,  that  gradu- 
ally diminilhes  to  alight,  airy  grove, 
yet  affording  over  its  branches  a 
precipitate  flant  of  the  green  hills 
of  Clent  — bold,  high,  and  pic- 
turcfque. 


Bringing 
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, Bringing  your  eye  back  again 
-to  the  column ; the  grove  on  the 
left,  fteals  down  the  hill  juft  far 
enough  to  make  it  appear  in  the 
centre  of  an  ample  crefcent ; while 
another  fmall  grove,  relieved  from 
-the  body  of  the  WQod,  as  if  drop- 
ped there  by  chance,  lets  in,  on 
the  extremity  of  the  hill  behind, 
a clump  of  firs  : the  lawn  from 
thence  gradually  falls,  forms  the 
fineft  ground  imaginable,  and  in  a 
noble  fweep,  leads  the  eye  up  the 
itately  hill  of  Witchbeny. 

^Though  - this  part,  which  ftr 
, gracefully  fills  the  landfcape,  be 
pot  within  the  p^le  of  tire  park,  it 

bears 
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bears  fuch  an  intimate  relation  to 
it,  that  it  never  can  be  confidered 
otherwife  than  as  the  fame  : it  is 
the  great  road  only,  that  fevers 
the  filler  beauties ; and  this  being 
fo  intirely  fecluded,  you  are  no 
where  apprized  of  it ; confequently 
the  connexion  remains  unbroken. 

Thefe  grounds  are  adorned  in  a 

lively  and  magnificent  talle. 

Upon  the  brow  of  the  firll  lleep 
riling  hill,  appears  a light,  elegant 
portico,  taken  from  a drawing  of 
the  temple  of  Thefeus,  covered 
behind  by  a deep,  dark  plantation 
of  Scotch  firs,  extending  and  Ihew- 
ing  itfelf  in  great  power  down  the 

precipitate 
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precipitate  fides  of  the  hill  in 
front:  and  on  the  left  of  the  build- 
ing, on  a yet  higher  fwell,  in  the 
midfl'  of  an  irregular  area  of  lawn, 
proudly  ftands  an  obeliflc,  rearing 
its  ample  head;  beyond  which,  at 
the  fmhermoft  extremity  of  the 
ground,  a venerable  grove  of  an- 
cient oaks,  ftretching  down,  and 
lofing  itfelf  behind  the  fhrubbery 
and  limes  that  grace  the  fore- 
ground,  compleats  one  of  the  moft 
ravifliing  views  that  ever  was  held 
up  to  the  eye. 

I reluctantly  quitted  my  Hand-— 
but  with  thofe  fort  of  feelings,  ex- 

pedation 
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pedtation  always  raifes,  and  pro- 
ceeded to 

The  CHURCH. 

A fmall  antique  building,  with  a 
tower  entirely  covered  with  ivy  j its 
environs  likewife,  fo  clofely  inter- 
woven with  trees,  that  both  are  ren- 
- dered  almoft:  invifible  at  the  fmalleft 
diftance.  The  infide  of  the  build- 
ing is  exceedingly  neat  j and  the 
chancel  windows  are  richly  adorned 
with  ftained  glafs.  This  is  a mo- 
dern production  j but  whether 
equally  durable  as  the  ancient, 
whofe  beauty  appears  yet  unful- 
iied  in  fome  of  the  cathedrals  and 
churches,  time  will  bell  difcover. 

Among 
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Among  the  feveral  monuments 
in  the  place,  that,  erefted  to  the 
memory  of  Lucinda  Lyttelton, 
will  ’ claim  your  notice ; thefe 
beautiful  lihes  upon  it  being  writ- 
ten by  the  pencil  of  her  beloved‘ 
hufband,  the  late  Lord, 

Made  to  engage  all  hearts,  and  charm 
all  eyes ; 

Meek,  tho**  magnanimous ; tho’  witty,  wife  : 
Polite,  as  flie  in  courts  had  ever  been ; 
Yet  good,  as  (he  the  world  had  never  feen. 
The  noble  fire  of  an  exalted  mind, 

With  gentleft  female  tendernefs  combin’d: 
Her  fpeecli  was  the  melodious  voice  of 
love  ; 

Her  fong  the  warbling  of  the  vernal  grove : 

Her 
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Her  eloquence  waS  fweeter  than  her  fong, 
Soft  as  her  heart,  and  as  her  reafon  flrong. 
Her  form,  each  beauty  of  her  mind  ex- 
preft ; 

Her  mind  was  virtue,  by  the  graces  dreft. 

Near  to  this,  is  another  that 
needs  no  monumental  encomiums 
to  immortalize  his  charafter.  On 
a plain  ftone  appears  the  name 
only,  of 

GEORGE  Lord  LYTTELTON. 

I hurried  away  from  thefe  melan- 
dioly  repofitories  of  the  dead, 
with  reflexions  I don’t  chufe  to 
trouble  you  with ; and  came  to  a 
narrow  eafy  waving  path,  by  the 

fide 
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fide  of  a pebbly  rill,  that  led  me 
to  a rude,  gloomy  hollow,  with 
every  appearance  of  its  being  left 
in  that  ftate,  by  fome  violent  con- 
cufllon,  or  inundation.  — 

If,  thought  I,  this  be  not  nature 
in  fome  of  her  gamefome  freaks, 
art  hath  greater  powers  than  I 
imagined  flie  had, 

I ftepped  into  the  midft  of  it,  to 
a fimple  bench  under  a tree ; and 
from  the  gaity  of  a park,  open, 
and  filled  with  chearful  objefts, 
found  myfelf  in  a moment  im- 
merfed  in  a wild,  difordered,  and 
favage  folitude. — I was  furround- 

ed 
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cd  by  fteep,  abrupt,  and  hanging 
banks,  devoid  of  verdure  — trees 
of  an  amazing  height,  fome  in  the 
bottom,  others  as  if  flipped  down 
the  fldes,  confufedly  jumbled  to- 
gether } their  roots  expofed,  creep- 
ing along,  and  over  the  ground — 
ragged  huge  llones,  feemingly 
rolled,  or  driven  there,  by  fomc 
violence,  in  the  utmoft  diforder—  ^ 
rocky  cafcades and  the  drib- 

bling of  fprings. 

j Struck  with  the  agreeable  no- 
i velty,  I knew  not  when  to  leave  it: 
it  is  one  of  nature’s  own  bowers. 

I fat  in  pleafure  j — cool  refrefhing 
breezes  played  around  me  j — the 
C birds 
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IJirds  in  ceafeleis  fongs  foothed  my  ' 
ear ; — I was  loft  in  contempla- 
tion, and  forgot  the  defign  I came 
about. 

My  attention  at  length  was 
called  to  the  fteep  ftony  bank, 
darkened  with  ftirubs  and  bufhes; 
and  rolling  from  a corner  of  it,  a 
i^ell  broken  ftream.  Here  I found 
the  pencil  of  the  noble  defigner 
had  been  bufy,  though  fcarceljr 
vifible;  and  that  it  is  owing  to 
this  bank,  in  a great  meafure, 
the  place  takes  its  ruftic  form; 
for  if  you  arc  attentive  to  the 
difpofition  of  it,  you  will  find  its 
lides  perfcftly  natural  j notwkh-- 

ftandinpr 
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ftanding  what  has  been  faid  to  th^ 
contrary ; and  when  you  are'  told, 
this  hollow,  or  glen  (taking  away 
the  dams  of  the  refervoirs  above)- 
runs  up  to  the  verge  of  the  park, 
beginning  there  like  a fmall  gut- 
ter, you  will  conclude,  that  its  firft 
formation  muft  arife  from  thole 
torrents,  which  have  time  out  of 
mind,  in  floody  feafonSj  or  on  the 
melting  of  deep  fnows,  lb  rapidly 
poured  from  the  Clent  hills ; and 
by  collefting  in  their  courfe  other 
fueh  gutters  or  paflages,  confe- 
quently,  as  the  ftreams  united, 
they  became  more  fierce  and  tur- 
bulent ; driving  away  the  foil, 
widening  the  banks,  and  leaving 
C a the 
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the  trees,  and  the  roots  of  them,  in 
this  place,  as  well  as  in  others 
above,  in  the  confufion  and  na- 
kednefs,  in  which  they  now  ap- 
pear. 

Whether  I am  right  or  not  in 
my  opinion,  is  of  little  import- 
ance.——I  am  fenfible  at  lead:, 
that  the  place,  though  but  curfo- 
rily  attended  to  by  fome,  has.  many 
beauties ; and  that  no  other  in  the 
park  Ihews  a ftronger  exertion  of 
genius*,  this  you  mufl:  acknow- 
ledge, when,  after  climbing  a 
bank  of  a few  paces,  you  find 
yourfeif,  in  an  inftant,  borne  from 
the  regions  of  gloom  and  melan- 

lancholy 
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Jancholy,  to  the  rofeate  bowers  of 
paradife. 

Adventitious  fcenes  are  always 
attended  with  pleafurej  and  the 
more  fo,  when  introduced  to  give 

a very  ftriking  pontraft  : that 

contrail  here  appears  in  a moll 
confpicuous  manner,  and  evident- 
ly fpeaks  the  intention  of  the  pre- 
ceding rough,  uncultivated  recefs 

tl)e.  defign  has  its  wilhed-for 

elFedlj  — the  view  from  the  palla- 
dian  bridge  operates  like  beauty 
on  the  fenfes,  and  charnns  the 
fpedlator  into  filent  admiration. 

The  ALCOVE 
Which  this  arch  fupports,  is  a 
chearful  light  building,  modelled 
C3  by 
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by  th«  hand  of  fancy,  and  has  this 
infcription : 

""r  — Viridantia  tempe 

Tcmpe,  quae  fylvae  .cingunt  fujper-impen- 
tlentes. 

Dcligluful  vales  ! .with  cmiftant  verdure 
crown’d. 

Where  flow  the  vilh,  and  fiiading  trees 
around. 

No  vifta  fit  rely  was  ever  held  to 
the  eye  with  fuch  advantages  to 

pleafe  ! With  what  attention, 

and  even  tranfport  does  not  al- 
moft  every  ftranger  look  on  the 
clear  lake  before  him  ! — on  tiie 
majeftic  fpreading  trees  .that  paint 
its  fieep  an4  hold  fwelling  fides, 

nature 
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nature  dropped,  bending  their  ho- 
rizontal arms,  and  dipping  down 
to  the  curling  wave ! what  does  he 
not  even  feel,  when  he  marks  the 
playing  cafcade,  gufh  from  thfe 
Ihrub-grown  rocky  banks,  in  foam- 
ing plunge,  down  the  clofe  em- 

bofomed  vale! when  he  calls 

his  eyes  on  thole  variegated  Ihrub- 
by  tcrolfings,  and  Hants  of  lawn 
above  — on  the  green  riling  knole 
at  the  extremity  of  view,  covered 
fometimes  with  the  browfing  deer, 
and  crowned  with  a rotundo,  in 
perfeft  charafler,  and  in  perfedl 
beauty!  while  round  him  the  me- 
lody of  the  thrulh,  the  blackbird,, 
and  other  dilferent  warblers,  give 
C 4 their 
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their  wild,  and  chearful  notes,  t© 

make  it  ftill  more  delightful! 

He  ilands  in  rapture — he  gazes 

— contemplates and  with  re- 

luftance,  leaves  the  elyfian  bower  t 


Believe  me,  yours,  &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  III. 

There  lives  in  this  world, 
a certain  fpecies  of  men, 
fo  incorrigible  and  prone  to  evil, 
who,  though  nurtured  under  the 
facred  wing  of  friendlhip,  or  even 
that  of  paternal  affeftion,  would 
glory  in  the  opportunity  of  a reta- 
liation the  moft  injurious. 

To  thefe  malevolent  mifcreants, 
we  may  very  juftly  compare  thofe, 
who  wantonly  do  a fecret  mifchief 
for  the  fake  of  it.— —How  un-^ 

manly. 
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manly,  how  ungrateful,  how  illi- 
beral the  aft,  when  a gentleman, 
to  whofe  goodnature  it  Ls  wholly 
owing  that  we  are  permitted  at 
will  to  enjoy  his  park  at  all  times 
and  feafons,  to  abufe  that  gene- 
rous liberty,  in  defacing  his  tem- 
ples and  his  infcriptions. Yet 

fo  it  is,  and  Hagley  you  will  find 
fliares,  what  I believe  is,  the  fate 

of  all  other  places. But  let  me 

.proceed. 

The  powers  of  art  are  fpecioiis, 
leduftive  j particularly  with  thofe 
who  have  not  eyes  to  fee  and  ac- 
knowledge the  fuperior  charms  of 
nature.  For  my  own  part,  though 

peihaps 
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perhaps  ,my  judgment  may  be  cen-. 
fured  in  diflenting  from  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  I mull  fay,  notwith- 
ftiinding  I was  fo  deeply  ftruck, 
there  is  one  thing  in  the  celebrated 
fcene  of  my  laft  exceptionable  : it 
is  obvious ; the  peculiar  ftiffnefs  of 
the  cafcades,  and  the  ftraight  lined 
banks  that  form  them,  though  they 
be  well  enough  hid  in  fome  mea- 
fure  by  fhrubs,  can  never  be  re- 
conciled to  true  tafte.  Had  the 
defigner  in  his  ufual  judgment 
thrown  all  his  powers  there,  no 
fcene  would  have  been  more  per- 
fect : you  will  find  every  other 
part  in  a drefs  that  will  bear  the 
ilrictefr  examination. 


But 
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But  notwithftanding  nature  has 
been  rather  roughly  handled,  in 
modelling  this  fin^  view,  into  fo 
much  confequence,  as  to  almoft 
fafcinate  the  eyes  of  every  indivi- 
dual who  approaches  it  j Ihe  yet 
hovers  about,  in  her  ufual  graces, 
half  pleafed,  as  if  unwilling  to 
quit  a place,  wherein  fhe  once  fo 

much  delighted  : fhe  fled  ; — 

but  fhe  only  fled  a little  way,  and 
that  reluftantly,  from  the  part 
only,  v/here  art  is  confefledly  too 
vifible,  and  lit  in  all  her  plumes, 
in  the  grot  above. 

I paired  the  hatch  back  again, 
and  kept  along  the  fide  of . the 

water. 
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water,  following  an  eafy  winding 
path,  lhady,  and  well  conduced, 
till  it  opened  to  a fweep  of  lawn, 
fkirted  every  way  by  groves,  and 
fubordinate  clumps  of  well  grown 
elms.  An  elegant  temple,  riling 
in  a circular  bend,  on  a brow  that 
gradually  Hopes  to  the  foot,  will 
fallen  your  attention,  and  compel 
you  to  acknowledge,  no  building 
ever  Hood  more  powerfully  con- 
ducive to  the  pleafure  of  land- 
fcape:  — as  you  walk  along,  your 
eye  is  for  ever  upon  it,  till  you 
come  to  a green  feat,  which  pro- 
bably will  detain  you  a moment 
in  pleafure,  before  you  enter  the 
environs  of 


The 
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The  GROTTO. 

A gate  leads  into  this  bofy,  fa- 
Icinating  recels,  where,  for  fome 
time  I mufingly*  walked  within  the 
umbrage  of  gloomy  yews,  and 
other  ever-greens,  crouded,  and  in 
negligent  confufion.  I faw  every 
part  about  me  tended  to  give  it  a 
folemn  opake  caft;  and  con  eluded 
from  thence,  it  was  meant  to  con- 
trail the  more  lively  features  of 
fome  approaching  effort  of  the  de- 
figner’s  genius. 

My  conjeflures  were  foon  con- 
firmed.—From  a fmall  bench  un- 
der an  oak  of  furprizing  magni- 
tude. 
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tnde,  the  fcene  began  to  open  — 
to  Ihew  fomething  fo  inexpreflibljr 
pleafing — that  I could  not  help 
forming  ideas  of  an  immediate 
tranlition  into  Arcadian  felicity — - 
into  fairy  land  j where  fancy  might 
poflibly  prompt  me  to  imagine 
the  little  dapper  inhabitants  were 
furrounding  my  fteps;  and:  I,  3 
fpeftator  of  their  myftic  revels. 

The  idea  of  the  firfl:  was  real- 
ized ; and,  to  fill  the  beautiful  pic- 
ture, I fondled  the  other  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  Quixote  enthufiafm. 

Purfuing  the  path,  while  almofi: 
every  ftep  called  for  a paufe, 

among 
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among  high-towering  trees,  Hop- 
ing banks,  covered  with  various 
kinds  of  mofs,  Ihrubs,  and  fweet- 
fcented  flowers,  mingling  their  fra- 
grance and  hues;  the  enchanting 
fcene  rofe  befpre  me,  in  all  its  fyl- 
van  attraftions,  — A feat  in  a niche 
of  cinder-ftudded  rock  flopped  me. 
---I  fat  down  inquifitively  curious, 
and  .looked  upon  the  gay  aflem- 
blage  of  objefls  with  a greedy  eye. 

A medicean  Venus  firfl  drew  my 
attention,  and  almofl  reconciled 
me  to  flatues ; the  efieft  is  really 
very  pretty ; owing  perhaps  to  its 
lucky  fituation,  which  is  chofen 
with  great  judgment  ftanding  in  a 

ruflic 
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ruftic  arched  nook,  retired,  and  fo- 
litary,  under  an  interwoven  thicket 
of  trees  and  flirubs.  — More  op- 
pofite,  but  joining  in  the  fweep, 
rife  the  livelieft  groupes  of  laurels 
and  other  evergreens,  in  eternal 
verdure ; feathering  the  foot  of  a 
fbately  wood,  that  runs  up  a hill 
behind,  in  all  the  pride  of  perfec- 
tion : while  in  the  flowery  fcoop  of 
the  rambling  dell,  and  under  the 
laurel  grove,  a knot  of  grotefque 
feats,  as  if  excavated  from  a natural 
fear  of  rock,  ftands  in  modeft  fim- 
plicity,  vivifying  every  of  its  fub- 
joining  parts. 

But  what  afforded  me  an  equal 
pleafure,  was  an  ancient  lime  near 
f,  - D me. 
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me,  to  whofe  antique  form,  the 
■whole  of  the  dell,  in  a great  mea- 
fure,  owes  its  pifturefque  appear- 
ance. This  tree,  probably,  about 
a century  ago,  flood  full  grown, 
llraight  and  lofty:  but  either  by 
the  axe,  or  rather,  I fhould  fup- 
pofe,  by  fome  violent  tempefl  of 
wind,  the  whole  body  of  it  has 
been  wrung  off,  within  a few  feet 
of  the  earth;  and  the  trunk  itfelf 
from  thence,  fplit  into  three  parts, 
to  the  very  root;  from  the  remain- 
ing wreck  of  which,  feveral  flems, 
like  fo  many  grafts  on  an  old  apple 
flump,  have  fhot  up,  and  are  now, 
each  of  them,  large  and  fpreading 
trees. 
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The  novelty  of  this  is  very  en- 
tertaining } and  its  Handing  fo  hap- 
pily on  the  brink  of  a declivity  on 
one  fide,  and  projecting  into  the 
path  on  the  other,  is  a great  ap- 
pendage j and  Hill  more  fo,  by  an 
agreeable  touch  of  tafte,  in  en- 
couraging mofs  to  grow  upon  its 
rugged,  heaved-up  roots,  and  fhat- 
tered  trunk : this  very  natuially 
adds  to  its  rufticity  j and  the  fame 
ingenious  tafte  has  extended  itfelf 
in  cloathing  the  banks,  and  upper 
parts  of  the  vale,  with  the  fame 
variegated  vegetable. 

Bare  foil  always  difguftsj  nor 
fliould  it  ever  be  vifible,  but  where 
D 2 the 
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the  fcene  is'  meant  to  be  rough, 
rude,  and  ’melancholy  : there  it 
would  be  charafteriftic  ; here,  very 
unfightly : and  as  it  is  impoflible 
for  a grafly  turf  to  flourilh  within 
a clofe  fhade,  where  the  fun  but 
feldom  darts  his  beams,  and  where 
the  air  likewife,  has  not  the  free- 
dom of  circulation,  mofs  is  an  un- 
exceptionable fubftitute  i it  not 
only  makes  a foft,  and  chearful 
carpet  j but  it  is  ever  lively  in  the 
moft  gloomy  recefles. 

I was  invited  from  my  fituation, 
though  the  moft  engaging  imagi- 
nable, to  explore  other  beauties  j 
and  ftepped  down  the  gay  floping 

bank. 
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bank,  by  th6  fide  of  my  favourite 
lime,  which  has  a little'bench  you 
will  be  pleafed  with,  to  the  rocky 
fancy  feat,  where  I found  thefe 
lines  : 

Ego  laudo  ruris  amasni, 

Rivos  et  mufco  circumlita  faxa  nemufque. 

I joy  to  fit  where  ftreams  meand’ring  rove, 
O’er  plains,  and  mofs-grown  rocks,  and 
through  the  grove. 

There  certainly  wants  nothing 
but  the  illufion  I alluded  to  before, 
to  be  realized,  to  render  this  ro- 
mantic fpot  a perfetil  fcene  of  en- 
chantment. 

D3 
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Again,  as  if  alarmed,  and  ready 
to  hide  herfelf  within  her  ruftic 
grot  j or  as  if  juft  emerged  from 
her  beloved  fountain,  appears  the 
graceful  Venus;  and  from  a fort  of 
cavernous  hollow,  worked  into  a 
precipice  above,  rudely  decorated 
with  glafly  cinders,  and  rhifshapen 
ftones,  the  cafcade,  which  before 
Only  filled  the  ear  with  its  foothing 
murmurs,  now  breaks  full  on  the 
eye,  plunging  down,  and  puftiing 
its  frothy  ftream  over  fteep  fudden 
dips,  till  finding  a fubterraneous 
haunt  under  the  root  of  a tall  tred 
at  your  foot,  is  feen  no  more. 

In  contemplating  this  pifture  of 
4 cafcade,  you  will  fee  how  far 

tafte 
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tafte  has  been  able  to  give  it  a 
greater  importance  by  a fubordi- 
nate  accompaniment  in  a fimilar 
charafter ; efFedled  by  a conti- 
nuity of  that  mafs  of  cinders  and 
ftones,  which  conftitutes  it,  run- 
ning in  a winding  perpendicular 
direftion  along  the  whole  upper 
confines  of  the  dell  — nor  will  you 
lefs  admire  the  large,  cluftering 
foreft  trees,  that  prefs  to  the  very 
edge,  rearing  their  heads  aloft,  and 
extending  their  dole  knit  branches 
over  the  path  below : while  the 
pi(5lurefque  lime,  now  vifible  on 
the  ridge  of  a declivity,  lhading 
the  whole  dell  with  its  luxuriant 
amis  — eafy  Hoping  banks  ftudded 
D 4 with 
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with  bulhes  of  rofes,  woodbines, 
and  other  Ihrubs,  intermixed  with 
annuals,  in  a conftant  fucceflion  of 
flower ; with  its  capricious  area  of 
lawn,  twifting  into  a brake  of  lau- 
rels below,  fo  happily  blend  their 
variety,  that  it  is  impoflible  for 
any  one  that  has  feelings,  to  fit, 
and  look  on  the  graceful  combi- 
nation before  him,  without  rap- 
ture. 

Here,  methinks,  if  any  where, 
among  fuch  tranquil  bowers,  where 
peace  and.  pleafure  feem  to  dwell, 
the  villain  would,  be  difarmed  from 
executing  his  dark  and  bloody  pur- 
pofes  j and  every  paflion  that  cor- 
rodes 
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rodes  the  human  breaft,  be  lulled 
into  a perfeft  calm. 

I have  often  wondered  that  fuch 
an  entertaining  part  of  gardening 
is  not  more  encouraged,  and  more 
cxtenhve ; when  every  eye  that 
gazes  upon  it  is  fo  agreeably 
llruck,  — Not  that  I would  mean 
to  throw  the  leaft  reflexion  on  the 
confinement  of  a fpot,  replete  with 
* fuch  beauty  as  this  is,  becaufe  that 
opportunity  fo  finely  offered  here  ; 

, but  I may  lament,  from  die  plea- 
; fure  it  afforded  nie,  that  the  fame 
5 flowery  tafte  did  not  fpring  even 
I from  the  rough  fcene  preceding 
' that  of  the  alcove  j which,  had  it 

taken 
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taken  efFedl,  inftead  of  the  prefent 
artificial  refervoirs,  would  have  ri- 
fen  (properly  conducted)  the  moft 
deleftable  fcene  the  powers  of  ge- 
nius and  tafte  have  to  give. 

Wherever  art  becomes  eflential 
in  the  forming  of  a romantic  foli- 
tude,  the  great  objedt  is,  never  to 
let  the  art  by  which  you  accom- 
plilh  yOur  point,  be  vifible ; and 
though  this  dell  be  much  indebted 
to  it,  and  is  avowedly  a garden 
fcene,  yet  you  fee  nature  accom- 
pany the  pencil  in  all  the  eafe  of 
drefs,  and  rural  fimplicity  : ihe 
fports  on  every  bank,  is  feen  in 
the  difpofition  of  every  bulh  and 

flower* 
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flower,  and  follows  the  hand  of  the 
noble  defigner  implicitly. 

One  cannot  leave  this  fweet  ha-- 
bitation  of  the  fylvan  deities,  with- 
out extreme  regret : the  mind 
imbibes  fuch  a pleafing  ferenity 
in  the  contemplation  it  affords, 
that  one  is  ready  to  wifn  to  re- 
main fixed  within  its  happy  bounds, 
never  to  mingle  again  in  the  fol- 
lies of  a bufy  and  licentious 
worlds 

Evergreens  are  fo  beautiful,  and 
give  fo  much  importance,  as  well 
to  the  lofty  hill,  as  to  the  deep  re- 
cefs,  that  in  my  opinion,  they  ne-? 
ver  can  be  too  much  admired. 

I re- 
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I remember  I was  once  in  this 
celebrated  recefs,  fo  diftino;uilh- 
ed  by  them,  in  one  of  the  winter 
months,  and  found  its  appearance 
then,  equally  as  pleafmg  as  in  the 
fummer.  — The  morning  was  per- 
feftly  charming ; the  fun  unob- 
ftruCled  by  a cloudy  llione  in  his 
brighteft  luftre  : not  a breath  of 
wind  was  ftirring : nature  feemed 
lulled  in  foft  repofe  : the  foliage 
of  the  furrounding  laurels  was  of 
the  livelieft  verdure,  intermixing 
with,  and  overarched  by,  the  leaf- 
lefs  arms  of  the  (lately  grove,  rich- 
ly powdered  by  the  froft  j while  the 
ificles,  pendent,  in  a thoufand  gro- 
tefque  fhapes,  from  the  interftices 

of 
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of  the  rude  rock,  from  whence  the 
water  ufed  to  gufh,  completed  one 
of  the  moft  beautiful  pidlures,  the 

imagination  can  conceive. To 

render  the  fcene  ftill  more  delight- 
ful, a pack  of  hounds  on  the  Clent 
hills,  in  full  cry,  filled  the  woods 
with  the  harmony  of  their  mellow 
tongues;  and  near  me  a lonely  red 
breaft,  (which  is  not  uncommon) 
warbled  his  winter  fong,  in  all  the 
gaity  of  fpring. 

I will  clofe  this  epiftle  wkh  ob- 
ferving  to  you,  that  there  is  a clofe, 
retired  walk,  branching  within  the 
melancholy  yews,  that  fill  the  up- 
per part  of  the  dell,  which  proba- 
bly. 
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bly  may  afford  you  fome  pleafure, 
if  your  mind  be  adapted  to  ferious 
meditation}  if  not,  you  will  leave 
it,  as  I did,  in  feaxch  of  fome- 
thing  more  interefting. 


Adieu,  &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  IV. 

I Prevailed  upon  myfelf,  though 
not  without  regret,  to  leave  the 
grotto  fcene  j and  after  climbing  its 
Ihrub-mantled  banks,  found  my- 
felf encompafled  by  an  appendant 
grove,  breathing  the  pure  breezes 

that  played  about  me ; when  a 

bench,  under  an  amazingly  large 
oak,  flopped  me  to  look  at  a por- 
tico, through  a leafy  opening,  held 

up  in  much  beauty. But  to  fee 

this  in  a fuperior  light,  I pafied 
the  dam  of  a well -formed  piece  of 

water 


64  A DESCRIPTION  OF 

water,  through  a wicket,  a little 
farther  on  my  right ; where  it  rofe 
upon  me  in  all  its  dignity,  under 
a noble  wood,  ftretching  itfelf  up 
a fteep  hill,  behind,  and  falling 
precipitately  on  each  fide,  forming 
a perfedt  amphitheatre,  and  the 
lovelieft  area  of  lawn  imaginable ; 
on  which  a fturdy,  and  venerable 
ipreading  oak,  with  its  ivy-coated 
trunk,  alone,  and  feated  round, 
invited  me  to  fit,  while  I admired 
the  gay  pifture  about  me. 

This  elegant  fcene  pertains  to 
a garden,  equally  with  the  pre- 
ceding j and  though  totally  its  op- 
pofite  in  every  refpedt,  you  will  be 

convinced 
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convinced  that  its  intention  is  to 
fill  the  mind  with  the  moll  roman- 
tic ideas;  and  you  cannot  help 
fancying  yourfelf,  as  you  recline 
on  a fcreen,  under  a bufh  of  lau- 
rels, near  the  old  oak,  to  be  with- 
in thofe  happy  regions  of  the  rural 
deities,  which  the  clafllc  mufe  fo 

fweetly  fings. The  pavilion  in 

front,  on  the  flanting  hill the 

ample  woods the  alcove,  deep 

in  the  embofomed  valley,  on  one 

fide and  the  rotundo,  between 

cluftering  trees,  on  a bold  eleva- 
tion over  a part  of  a winding  lake 

on  the  other confpire  to  give 

every  force  to  the  defign,  and  con- 
firm the  illufion. 

E 


Hagley 
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Hagley  has  a pre-eminence  over 
moft  of  the  pleafure  grounds  I ann 
acquainted  with  — it  not  only  af- 
fords a multiplicity  of  fcenes,  but 
every  one  rifes  Ibmewhat  different 
in  charafler,  though  all  of  them  per- 
fectly relative  j and  what  adds  ftill 
more  to  its  glory,  is,  that  you 
always  canclude  the  prefent  can 
never  be  rivalled  by  another,  till 
another  appears,  and,  with  its 
beauty  and  unexpected  novelty, 
effaces  the  impreffion  the  former 
has  made  upon  you.  — Where  are 
the  places  that  tell  fo  much  in 
their  favour?  — or,  where  the  de- 
figners,  who  have  genius  fufhcient 
to  give  their  operations  a fimilar 
confequence  ? 


Before 
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Before  my  return  through  the 
ivicket,  I ftepped  to  the  laurel 
bufhes,  to  have  a more  corripleat 
view  of  the  alcove,  and  of  the 

feenery  about  it; here,  in- 

ftead  of  the  cafeades,  which  from 
thence  filled  the  eye,  appear  the 
refervoirs  that  feed  them,  feeming- 
ly  united,  and  forming  a branch  6f 
a large  river,  where  you  may  fup  - 
pofe,  the  arch  of  the  palladiait 
bridge  to  take  away  the  fuperflu- 
ous  water;-*- and  when  the  fur- 
face  of  the  lake  is  perfectly 
fmooth,  the  reflection  of  the 
building  in  it,  is  a pidure  that 
I am  certain  will  not  efcape  your 
notice. 


\ 


£ 2- 


After, 
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After  regaining  the  path  from 
this  little  flowery  excurfion,  I paflT- 
cd  another  wicket,  into  forefl: 
ground,  matted  with  fern,  among 
a variety  of  old,  uncouth,  mofs- 
grown  trees,  to  a bench  looking 
over  a well-defigned,  irregular 
piece  of  water,  to  the  oppofite 
woods,  and  lawn;  while,  from  an- 
other, a little  higher,  on  the  brink 
of  a declivity,  facing  a narrow 
neck  of  fteep  ground,  or  penin- 
fula,  formed  by  the  ponjunflion 
of  another  deep  glen,  running  into 
the  pool,  and  beautifully  ftudded 
with  tall  oaks,  an  urn,  in  the 
midfl:,  Rood  too  inviting,  to  be 
paffed  without  a nearer  infpeftion. 
1 indulged  my  curiofity,  and 


was 
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was  agreeably  ftruck,  as  I ap- 
proached it,  with  the  folemnity  that 
hovered  about  its  fubjoining  parts, 
as  well  the  objeft,  which  I thought 
the  moil  eligible  one  in  the  world, 
to  grace  fo  quiet  and  fequeftered  a 
recefs ; perhaps  nothing  ever  ap- 
peared more  truly  charafteriftic. 
— I found  it  dedicated  to  the  late 
amiable  bard  of  the  Leafowes. 

To  the  memory  of 

WILLIAM  SHENSTONE,  Efq; 
In  whofe  verfes 
Were  all  the  natural  graces, 

And  in  wh,ofe  manners 
Was  all  the  amiable  fimplicity 
Of  paftoral  poetry  ; 

With  the  fweet  tendernefs 
Of  the  eledac, 

o 

E3 


It 
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It  is  now  that  the  glen,  which 
runs,  as  I obferved  before,  from 
the  Clent  hills,  down  to  the 
gloomy  hollow,  appears  in  its  na- 
tural ftate;  and  though  the  hand 
of  tafte  be  not  difcovered  in  caf- 
cade,  grot,  or  water,  it  difplays 
itfelf  much  more  powerfully,  by 
rejedting  all  means  of  art,  and  let- 
ting nature  freely  Operate  of  her 
own  accord.  The  contrail  is  ad- 
mirable j and  the  novelty,  if  no- 
thing elfe,  after  paffing  fuch  gay, 
and  fanciful  bowers,  fufHciently 
demonllrates  the  judgment  of  the 
defigner. — But  what  additions  are 
wanting,  when  the  eye  rambles 
delighted,  and  the  ear  is  perpetu- 

ally 
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ally  filled  with  the  chearful  har- 
mony of  different  birds! — you  en- 
joy the  moft  delicious  Ihade  — nor 
is  any  thing  wanting  to  excite  the 
happieft  feelings  : — fometimes  a 
break  will  lead  the  eye  over  an 
cxtenfive  lawn,  dreffed  in  tafte, 
particularly  fo,  at  a bench  that 
jlirrounds  an  old  oak;  where  the 
Totundo,  in  a new  charafter,  on  a 
green  hill,  accompanied  by  groups 
of  the  fined;  trees,  rifes  in  much 
beauty  — again,  all  is  clofe  and 
ifolitary. 

Thus  are  you  amufed  while  faun- 
tering  along  the  rural  fides  of  the 
glen ; till  the  path,  croffmg  it,  fets 
E 4 before 
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before  you  that  celebrated  fcope 
of  home  landfcape,  fo  generally 
admired,  and  what  always  rivett^d 
the  attention  of  one  of  the  greateft 
©f  geniufles,  and  of  Englifh  poets. 

Mr.  Pope,  who  had  the  honour 
of  being  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  late  lord  Lyttelton,  be- 
ing often  at  Hagley,  never  knew 
how  to  contain  himfelfj  when  he 
mulingly  ftrayed  through  this  part 
of  the  park:  he  ufed  to  call  it 
his  own  ground  j — the  favourite 
haunt  of  the  mufes ; — and  would 

9 

be  feen  in  perfeft  rapture.  — Cer- 
tainly the  bard  Ihewed  an  extreme 
delicacy  and  judgment  in  his 

choice : 
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choice : no  woods  ever  more  nobly 
graced  the  rifing  hill,  or  extended 
themfelves  fo  happily  down  the 
valley — no  lawns  ever  appeared 
richer  in  verdure,  in  diverfity,  and 
in  beauty  : indeed  the  whole  of 
what  may  be  ftiled  his  walk^  which 
I (ball  foon  make  you  better  ac- 
quainted with,  rs  indifputably  the 
pride  of  Hagley. 

Winding  through  this  gay,  ir- 
regular, and  fylvan  area,  palTing 
fometimes  under  the  (hade  of  an 
aged  oak,  or  fometimes  through  a 
clufter  j you  approach  the  fpot, 
where  his  noble  cotemporary  has 
eredted  a handfome  urn,  emboffed 

with 
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•with  emblematical  figures,  to  his 
memory ; on  the  pedeftal  of  which 
you  will  read  thefe  lines  : 

ALEXANDRO  POPE- 

Poetarum  anglicanorum 
Elegantiffimo  dulcHfimoque 
Vitiorum  caftigatori  acetrimo 
Sapiential  doclari  fuaviflimo 
Sacra  efto. 

Ann.  dom.  1744. 

Sacred  to  &e  memory 
Of  ALEXANDER  POPE; 
The  moft  eleoant  and  harmonious 

D 

Of  Englifli  poets  : 

The  feverell  fatyrift  of  vice. 

And  ilie  moft  agreeable  teacher  of  wifdfOim 

Ann.  dom.  1744- 


A JQnaii 
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A linall  bench  near  this  place, 
where  a dripping  fpring  ifFues  from 
the  root  of  an  old  tree,  may  detain 
yon  a moment,  as  well  to  reft,  as 
to  admire  the  view  before  you; 
which,  though  a confined  one,  is 
pleafingly  tindinred  with  graces 
fufficient  to  call  your  attention, 
and  afford  you  the  higheft  enter- 
tainment; its  parts  are  bold,  but 
few  ; compofed  in  a blend  of  wood 
and  lawn  amazingly  luxuriant. 

The  afcent  now  becomes  fteep, 
but  not  difagreeably  fo;  indeed 
were  it  even  difficult,  the  pleafure  of 
landfcape  becomes  fo  affcdting,  it 
would  be  totally  difregarded. 

WJiiie 
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While  with  chearful  ftep  you 
climb  the  fide-mantled  hill,  a feat 
within  a knot  of  old  and  crooked 
alders  will  invite  you  to  it,  where 
your  eye  will  bell:  be  led  over  the 
grove  that  fkirts  the  park,  up  the 
green  fublime  fides  of  the  Clent 
hills,  to  their  fir-crowned  fummit, 
in  lofty  eminence; — or  will  de- 
lighted, repofe  at  its  foot,  on  the 
remains  of  an  old  dufky  building, 
folemn  and  venerable,  rearing  its 
gothic  turret  among  the  bulky 
trees,  called 

The  RUIN. 

Upon  the  firft  glimpfe  of  this 
becoming  objeft,  which  adds  fo 

much 
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much  dignity^ to  the  fcene,  one 
cannot  refift  an  involuntary  paufe 

ftruck  with  its  charafter,  the 

mind  naturally  falls  into  refledtions, 
while  curiofity  is  on  the  wing,  to  be 
acquainted  with  its  hiftory  j and  I 
.make  no  doubt  that  an  antiqua- 
rian like  my  friend,  would  ligh  to 
know  in  what  tera  it  was  founded, 
and  by  whom  : — what  lieges  it 
had  fuftained  j — what  blood  had 
been  fpilt  upon  its  walls : — and 
would  lament  that  hoftile  difcord, 
or  the  iron  hand  of  all-moulder- 
ing time,  Ihould  fo  rapacioufly  de- 
ftroy  it. 

Believe  me,  the  appearance  of 
this  antique  pile  has  the  power  of 

ftamping 
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ftamping  thefe  inqjreffions  on  the 
the  mind,  fo  mafterly  is  it  executed 
to  deceive ; for  in  reality,  it  is  n<v 
thing  but  a deception,  defigned, 
and  railed  here,  by  the  late  noble 
polTelTor ; and  though  on  the  near- 
-cft  approach,  it  maintains  the  face 
of  having  been,  fome  centuries 
ago,  ftrong  and  formidable,  it  is  a 
modern  ftrudlure,  intended,  not 
meerly  as  an  objeft  only,  to  give 
a livelier  confequence  to  the  land- 
fcape,  but  for  ufe  j being  a lodge 
for  the  keeper  of  the  park. 

This  gothic  ruin  is  very  judi- 
cioufly  fituated  on  the  boldefl 
eminence  in  the  whole  domain; 

and 
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and  commands  a moft  unbounded 
profpeft : particularly  fo,  from  a 
neatly  fitted-up  room  in  the  tower, 
which  intentionally  is  left  in  a 
perfeft  ftate.  And  to  keep  the 
whole  defign  in  its  purity  — to 
wipe  away  any  fufpicion  of  its  be- 
ing any  otherwife  than  a real  ruin, 
the  large  and  mafiy  ftones,  which 
have  feemingly  tumbled  from  the 
tottering  and  ruinous  walls,  are 
fuffered  to  lie  about  the  different 
parts  of  the  building,  in  the  ut- 
moft  confufion.*  This  greatly 
preferves  its  intentio-n,  and  con- 

* Thefe  Hones,  which  gave  it  more  the 
appearance  of  a real  ruin,  are  no\v  removed  ^ 
for  what  rcafon  I know  not. 


firms 
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firms  the  common  opinion  of 
every  ftranger,  of  its  early  date ; 
while,  to  throw  a deeper  folem- 
nity  over  it,  and  make  it  carry  a 
fcronger  face  of  antiquity,  ivy  is 
encouraged  to  climb  about  the 
walls,  and  turrets ; and  it  now  fo 
clofely  embraces  thofe  parts  with 
its  gloomy  arms,  that  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  look  upon  it  without  a fug- 
geftion,  of  its  being  as  ancient  as 
it  really  appears. 

Yet,  perhaps,  were  I difpofed  to 
imitate  thofe  critics  who  love  to 
cavil,  and  never  allow  any  thing 
they  look  upon  to  have  the  deaft 
merit,  I might  be  tempted  to  fay, 

it 
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it  would  have  (hewn  itfelf  more  in 
charader,  had  its  dimenfions  not 
been  quite  fo  much  confined ; and 
that  if  fome  detached  remains  had 
been  vifible  in  proper  places,  it 
poffibly  might  have  had  a fupe- 

rior  effed  ; admitting  it  de- 

fedive  in  this  refped,  there  is,  in 
my  opinion,  building  fufficient  for 
the  place,  and  for  the  intention,  as 
it  certainly  conveys  every  idea  re- 
quired. 

The  ground  about  this  eligi- 
ble ruin,  without  exception,  fur- 
palTes  any  other  in  the  whole  park : 
tp  its  loftinefs  is  added,  the  moft 
agreeable  variety ; and  when  you 
F gain 
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gain  the  fummit,  the  amazing  pro- 
fufion  of  proipeft  over  an  unli- 
mited and  beautiful  country,  will 
hold  you  in  aftonifhment  and  de- 
light. Nor  will  your  attention  be 
lefs  engaged  with  what  immedi- 
ately riles  before  you ; this  is  a no- 
ble and  fpacious  lawn,  extending 
itfelf  from  the  bale  of  the  tower 
in  eafy  inequalities;,  matted  in  par- 
ticular fpots  with  patches  of  fern, 
and  furrounded  by  wood  and  grove 
finely  hanging  on  its  precipitate 
fides,  in  all  the  fimplicity  of  natu- 
ral freedom, 

I have  now  led  you  to  the  glo- 
rious fummit  of  this  celebrated 
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park;  and,  if  you  pleafe/  up  the 
winding  ftaircafe  into  the  room  of 
the  tower,  where  the  eye  travels 
with  fuch  pleafure  over  an  inex- 
hauftible  diverfity  of  objefts ; — 
and  here  I will  fuppofe  you  gazing, 
while  I make  an  excurfion  to  thofe 
parts  which  are  feldom  vifited  — 
I mean  the  gothic  feat  in  the  lefs 
ornamented  part  of  the  park,  and 
the  Clent  hills; — but  thefe  places 
I fhall  make  you  acquainted  with 
in  my  next. 

I am 

Yours,  &c. 


Fa  LETTER 
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LETTER  V. 

IT  is  tniei  the  places  I men- 
tioned to  you  in  my  laft,  are 
but  feldom  vifited.- — What  is 
that  to  the  purpofe  ? — am  I to 
be  guided  by  the  fteps,  or  folly  of 
the  indifferent  and  the  lazy ! a lover 
of  pleafure  grounds  never  fees  an 
cbjed:,  be  it  ever  fo  trivial,  but 
will  run  to  it  with  an  eager  curi- 
ofity  : indeed  with  me,  a mountain 
was  ever  the  nobleft  objed: ; and 
this,  as  it  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  belonging  to  the  park,  rearing 

its 
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its  gay  fides  fo  proudly  before  me, 
from  whofe  fummit  I was  certain 
of  looking  down  upon  a more 
magnificent  fhew  of  nature  than 
from  the  tower,  was  too  flattering 
a circumftance  to  turn  away  from, 
and  not  enjoy. 

From  the  caftle,  I followed  the 
path  leading  to  the  gothic  feat, 
which  at  a confiderable  diftance  I 
found  in  a fituation  that  greatly 
exceeded  my  warmeft  expedbation. 
A glade  of  at  leaft  thirty  acres, 
thrown  into  the  moil:  artlefs 

lhape,  and  furrounded  by  planta- 
tions of  elms,  runs  down  into  the 
groves  and  woods  below,  over 
F 3 which. 
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which,  between  the  pifturefquc 
turret  of  the  ruin,  and  the  obelifk, 
on  the  Witchberry  hill,  opens  a 
gay  fweep  of  country,  finely  va- 
ried, among  which,  lord  Stamford’s 
grounds,  the  Clee  hills,  and  the 
top  of  the  Wrekin,  Hand  eminent 
— nor  will  you  be  lefs  pleafed,  on 
the  other  hand,  with  the  fight  of 
the  town  of  Dudley,  its  caftle,  and 
a chain  of  tufted  hills  rifing  over 
rich  fcene^  of  cultivation,  and 
woodlands. 

To  purfue  the  walk  from  hence 
isneedlefs  — I therefore  came  back 
again  to  the  caftle — pafled  the 
gate  of  the  park,  and  found  myfelf 
at  the  downy  foot  of  Cleat,  — 

You 
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You  know  my  partiality  for 
Jiills,  and  that  I never  could  with- 
foand  the  temptation  of  foaling 
-the  moft  difficult  one,  were  it  ,ever 

fo  hazardous : remember  the 

Beejion*  frolic,  when  I ftobd  un- 
concerned on  the  point  of  that  tre- 
mendous cliff,  contemplating  the 
horrid  abyfs  before  me  j you  at  a 
diftance,  howling  and  pale  with 
terror  and  indignation  at  my  te- 
merity.^  1 confefs  that  was  a 

foolifli  mad  freak,  and  I have  lincc 
often  fhuddered  at  the  idea  of  it: 

^ * A mountain  ki  Cheihirc,  on  the  rummit 

^ of  which  is  a ruin  of  a (lately  caftk,  faid  to 
be  built  by  Ranulph,  earl  of  Chefter,  in  the 
*'  jeign  of  King  John ; from  whence  there  is  a 
i aaoll  delightful  profped  of  the  country. 


E 4 


but 


88  A DESCRIPTION  OF 


but  this  lovely  green  hill  is  quite 
of  a different  complexion  from 

that no  frightful  precipice  is 

here on  the  contrary,  fo  eafy  is 

the  afcent,  that  the  moft  delicately 
framed  girl  alive  would  reach  it 

with  pleafure. 1 only  wanted 

fuch  a companion,  and  a little 
fhade,  to  render  the  walk  inex- 
pjreffibly  agreeable. 

What  a fublime,  and  majeftic 
fcene! — -I  ftood  in  admiration, 
confounded  at  the  illimitable  ex-^ 

panfe  ! my  fenfes  were  abforb- 

cd  in  wonders  nor  could  I help  ex- 
claiming — O nature ! how  great, 
how  divine  are  thy  works ! 

U 
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In  a thin  atmofphere,  that  re- 
markable hill  called  Radnor  tump, 
and  the  black  mountains  in  South 
Wales,  are  diftinflly  vifible,  though 
at  leaft  fixty  or  feventy  miles  dif- 
tant.  — Malvern,  and  a chain  of 
Glocefterfhire  hills  — the  cloud- 
like, lonefome  Wrekin  — Edge 
hills,  in  the  extreme  part  of  War- 
wickfhire  — Bardon  forefb,  in  Lei- 
cefterfhire,  and  other  mountains, 
fuperb  and  lofty,  circumfcribe  a 
country,  that,  to  the  numberlels 
charms  it  contains,  may  be  added 
a fertility  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to 
the  richeft  in  the  Bhtilh  dominions. 

But  as  it  is  impoflible  to  convey 
C,o  you  an  idea  in  the  leaft  adequate 

•£0 
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to  the  iminenfe  variety  that  ani- 
mates this  glorious  circle,  you 
mull  excLife  my  filence  — defcrip- 
lion  would  but  impoverifh  it  — 
you  muft  fee  it  — and  I will  pro- 
mife  you,  Should  that  ever  happen* 
all  the  great  or  gay  objefts  your 
fancy  may  have  fuggefted  to  be 
yifible  there,  will  die  away,  and 
be  foi^otten  in  the  real  ones. 

In  my  walk  along  the  brow  of 
this  enchanting  eminence,  I was 
led  to  the  cottage,  which  I found 
exactly  in  charafter,  and  fancifully 
fituated  in  a fmall  grove,  on  thf 
edge  of  a concave  fweep  of  the 
hill,  looking  over  a finely  culti- 
vated 
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vated  country,  terminated  by  Mal- 
vern hills,  at  about  eight  and 
twenty  miles  diftant. 

I have  often  thought,  had  the 
great  wood  in  the  park  run  in  con- 
tinuity under  the  ruin  to  the  go- 
thic alcove,  and  up  a deepifh  ca- 
vity about  the  middle  of  the  hills, 
without  a fingle  break  to  invite 
the  eye,  till  it  looked  at  once  on 
the  boundlefs  profpedt  at  the 
fummit  — the  path  winding  from 
thence  to  the  cottage,  and  back 
again,  tlvrough  a few  detached 
clumps  down  to  the  ruin  — that 
Hagley  would  have  been  one  of 
the  beft  finilhed,  and  lovelieft  gar- 
dens in  the  world. 


I defcended 
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I defcended  with  regret  from  this 
'deledlable  mountain,  and  came 
again  within  the  pale  of  the  park, 
at  the  place  I left  it,  near  the 
ruin  j where  in  the  midft  of  a grove 
of  chefnuts,  the  path  finds  its  way, 
and  then  fteals  between  a multi- 
plicity of  knotty,  crooked  oaks, 
along  the  fide  of  a narrow  valley, 
capricioufly  wooded  in  the  bottom 
only,  to  a feat  ornamented  with 
Iheils,  with  this  infcription  in  the 
fame  fancy : 

Sedes  contemplationis. 
Omnia  vanitas. 

The  feat  of  contemplation. 

All  is  vanity. 

This 
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This  feat  rifes  in  the  midft  of 
fylvan  beauty,  and  no  fituation  in 
the  world  can  more  aptly  agree 
with  the  firft  line  of  the  infcription ; 
— it  is  formed  exadtly  for  it,  re- 
tired, folitary,  and  ferene  — in- 
deed, the  whole  of  the  walk -from 
the  ruin,  is  unparalleled : — no  val- 
ley was  ever  more  happily  diverlified 
— no  tafte  everlhewed  itfelf  more 

powerfully we  here  fee  how 

furpafling  that  part  of  gardening 
is,  that  never  violates  the  laws 
prefcribed  by  nature  ; and  if  a de- 
figner,  who  might  happen  to  have 
(as  is  fometimes  the- cafe)  fome 
lively  fparks  of  genius  about  him, 
was  to  vifit  this  place,  and  be  at- 
tentive 


V 
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tentive  to  its  charms,  he  poffibly 
might  gather  feme  laurels  in  an 
imitation — but  the  worft  part  of 
it  is,  moft  of  thefe  gentlemen  of 
the  profelTion,  feldora  think  any 
thing  Jim  enough,  and  will  dip 
their  pencils  into  carmine,  when 
the  moft  fimple  colour  would  do 
a thoufand  times  better. 

I rambled  in  delight  through 
this  '^empean  recefs,  catching  its  in- 
fluence in  the  feelings  of  the  fofteft 
tranquility:  — every  ftep  I took, 
whether  I defeended  into  the  ob- 
feure,  or  rofe  again  to  the  more 
fpriglitly,  I thought  the  feene 
ftill  improved,  till  I found  myfelf 

within 
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within  the  vicinity  of  perfedtion 
itfelf,  at 

The  HERMITAGE. 

One  knows  not  how  to  reconcile 
an  hermitage,  or  a cottage,  ftand- 
ing  within  the  polifiied  park  of  a 
nobleman  : there  is  an  incongruity 
in  both  j and  neither,  in  my  opi- 
nion, Ihould  be  countenanced  in 
fuch  places.  — 

N 

* However,  this  hermitage,  or  call 
it  what  you  will,  is  well  enough 
adapted  to  the  fcenery  about  it,' 
being  rudely  formed  with  chumps 
of  wood,  and  jagged  old  roots, 
^ jambed 
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jambed  together,  and  its  inter- 
itices  fimply  filled  with  mofs : the 
floor  is  neatly  paved  with  fmall 
pebbles,  and  a matted  couch  goes 
round  it, 

A door  from  this  leads  into  ano- 
ther apartment  much  in  the  fame 
drefs ; every  thing  within,  and  inj- 
mediately  about  it,  carries  the  face 
of  poverty,  and  a contempt  of  the 
vain  fuperfluities  of  the  world,  fit 
for  the  imaginary  inhabitant,  whom 
we  are  to  fuppofe  defpifes  the  fol- 
lies and  luxuries  of  life,  and  who 
devotes  his  melancholy  hours,  to 
meditation  and  a rigid  abftinence- 


Within 


/ 
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Within  the  firft  room  are  thefe. 
well  adapted  lines  from  the  II  Pen- 
ferofo  of  Milton : 

And  may  at  laft  my  ^veary  age 
Find  out  the  peaceful  hermitage;.  ; 
The  hairy  gown  and  molly  cell, 

Where  I may  fit  and  rightly  fpell 
Of  every  ftar  that  heav’n  doth  Ihew, 
And  every  herb  that  lips  the  dew: 

Till  old  experience  do  attain 
To  fomething  like  prophetic  ftrain. 
Thefe  pleafures  melancholy  give. 

And  I with  thee  will  chufe  to  live. 


There  appear  from  the  door  of 
this  moify  cell,  two  perlpeftive 
peeps  at  the  diftant  country  1 one 
G of 
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•of  theni  6vw  tRe  fprcading  branch- 
es «df  the  titles  in  front,  and  the 
other  under  them --—little  faheies 
of  thia  fort,  in  places  fo  folitary, 
where  iRey  do  not  expbfe  the  fitu- 
ation,  but  only  tincture  it  with  a 
tay  of  che^fWhels,  are  very  juftl- 
fiable« 

I fiippofe  there  is  not  in  the 
whole  of  thefe  domains,  nor,  I may 
venture  to  affirm,  in  any  other,  a 
recefs  to  be  found,  capable  of  ex- 
citing more  agreeable  feelings  in 
the  breaft:  of  a man  of  tafte,  than 
this  before  us. — Nature  and  art 
co-operate  fo  happily,  that  to  dif- 
tinguilh  one  from  the  other,  re- 
quires 
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quires  a judgment  little  inferior  to 
that  employed  in  the  execution  of 
it  : the  one  feems  to  have  exerted 
all  her  powers  in  giving  the  moft 
random  inequalities;  the  other  in 
the  excellent  difpofition  of  the 
groves,  clumps,  or  Angle  trees 
that  adorn  them. 

Excepting  the  two  perfpeftive 
views  before-mentioned,  the  whole 
is  clofe,  depending  on  its  own 
parts,  which  though  few,  admit- 
ting only  of  a glimpfe  ojf  the 
deep  tree-filled  rural  valley,  wa- 
ter, flants  of  lawn  and  precipitate 
woody  hills,  are  indefcribably  pic- 
turefque. 

G 2 


On 
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On  leaving  the  hermitage,  you 
find  the  path  guided  down  a green 
declivity  into  the  bottom  of  the 
valley ; when  having  paffed  a fort 
of  cell,  by  the  fide  of  a fmall  piece 
of  w^ater*,  an  abrupt  turn  of  the 
walk  to  the  right,  ranging  up  a 
fleep  femicircular  hill,  brings  be- 
fore you  once  more,  the  fplendid 
and  fublime ; a change,  after  mu- 
fing  among  obfcure  and  folitary 
fcenes,  extremely  acceptable. 

This  Kill  is  covered  with  a welj- 
fet  grove  of  oaks  without  any  un- 

* This  pond,  as  well  as  another  I forgot  to 
mention  on  entering  the  valley,  being  ufeful, 
ferving  as  refervoirs  for  filh,  .1  forbear  coin- 
menting  upon* 

dei'woodj 
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derwood}  and  as  you  in  panting 
ftep,  flowly  wind  up  its  deep  fide, 
you  very  probably  may  be  tempted 
to  a friendly  bench  or  two,  to  eafe 
your  wearied  limbs,  as  well  to 
amufe  yourfelf  with  thofe  crouds 
of  objefts  that  here  difplay  them- 
felves  before  you. 

Upon  gaining  the  fummit,  the 
walk  continues  in  a very  defirable 
level  j and  though  within  a ftiff 
line  of  ancient  elms  and  fycamores, 
the  country  which  you  are  very  at- 
tentive to  between  them,  diverts 
the  eye  from  noticing  it,  till  at 
length  a gentle  -fall  brings  you  to 
that  celebrated  feat  from  whence, 
G 3 profpeft. 
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profpeft,  in  all  its  dignity.  Hands 
. confeffed. 

Here  you  will  find  thefe  lines, 
applicably  taken  from  the  fifth 
book  of  Paradife  Loft. 

Thefe  are  thy  glorious  works,  parent  of 
«ood  ! 

Almighty  ! thine  this  univerfal  frame, 
‘Ihns  wondh'ous  fair;  tliyfelf  how  won- 
d’rous  then  ! 

IJnfpeakable,  who  fif  ft  above  the  heavens, 
To  us  invifible,  or  dimly  feen 
In  thefe  thy  loweft  works ; yet  thefe  declare 
Thy  goodnefs  beyond  thought,  and  power 
divine. 

A .lawn^  ample  as  fair,  fweep- 
ing  in  a bold  defeent  from  the 

foot, 
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■foot,  and  forming  iffelf  into  an 
cafy  level  below,  embofomed  and 
grouped  by  the  lovelieft  trees  th^t 
ever  graced  the  tnrf,  enlivens  and 
jhews  the  manfxon  in  all  its  beauty 
— a fuperb  object  indeed  — ^d 
when  you  add  its  environs,  not  on- 
ly compleat  a raoft  elegant  fcene, 
blit  is  the  fineft  fore-ground  ima- 
ginable, to  throw  a more  polilhed 
luftre  upon  the  diftant  country,, 
though  nature  has  fo  liberally  CO'- 
vered  if.  with  her  charms. 

It  would  be  idle  to  attempt  no- 
ticing every  particular  pbjeft  with- 
in the  Iplendid  view  j indeed  it 
cannot  be  effedled — -you  will 
G look 
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look  upon  lofty  hills,  woods,  am- 
ple valleys,  meadows,  plains,  and 
cultivated  fields  in  corn  or  pafture 
— nor  is  wanting  the  empurpled 
heath,  forefts,  the  village,  or  the 
grove-decked  villa  to  vary,  while 
the  dim  horizon  is  that  chain  of 
cloud-topt  Welfh  mountains,  feen 
before  from  the  ruin  and  the  Clent 
hills. 

In  fliort,  nature  from  this  deli- 
cious brow,  appears  fo  great,  that 
(he  fpurns  defcription  — flie  af- 
■ fords  thofe  glories  which  not  only 
fafcinate  the  eye,  but  fill  the  mind 
with  the  mofi:  awful  impreflions  of 
the  majefly,  and  inconceivable 

greatnefs 
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'greatnefs  of  that  Power  from, 
whence  fhe  herfelf  proceeds. 

After  the  confiderable  (lay  I macfe 
here,  looking  upon  the  unbound- 
ed Ihew  before  me,  till  I thought 
the  whole  went  round,  I,  inftead 
of  purfuing  the  road  which  leads 
down  to  the  houfe,  turned  Ihort 
into  the  adjacent  wood — to  its  in- 
viting covert  — where  for  feenery, 
for  novelty,  and  for  every  thing 
the  molt  refined  tafte  can  give, 
nothing  in  the  whole  park  excels.. 

At  the  firft  fcreen  the  eye  is 
' finely  relieved  in  a fudden  change 
from  dazzling  profped,  full  of'a 

thoufand 
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thoufand  objedts,  to  an  accom- 
pliftied  landfeape,  animated  by 
the  gayefl;  variety,  and  rural  mag- 
nificence» 

You  look  over  a copious  and 
irregular  lawn,,  flanting  from  the 
foot  into  a deep  glen  below,  co- 
vered with  coppice  wood  and  fo- 
reft  trees ; while  over  their  bulky 
heads,  which  form  a broad  level 
bafe,  appears  another  chearfuL 
lawn  gently  rifing,  on  the  verge  of 
which  Hands  an  elegant  portico,, 
thickly  fringed  on  each  fide,  and 
behind,  by  firs  and  tall  elms: — 
the  temple  of  Thefeus  over  this, 
on  a more  elevated  brow,,  among  a 

rich 
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rich  opake  plantation  of  Scotch 
firs,  ftretching  up  the  hill  — the 
majeftic  obelifk  on  a grafly  bold 
hill  above,  with  the  Witchberry 
wood  running  behind  it,  into  the 
valley  below,  and  a glimpfe  of  the 
turrets  of  the  houfe,  are  the  ob- 
jefts  collefted  in  this  enchanting 
pidlure. 

I apprehend  every  fpeftator  who 
treads  the  Elyfian  walks  of  Hagley 
park,  will  be  fo  convidively  ftruck 
with  the  view  before  him,  as  to 
confefs  it  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
that  ever  was  drawn  by  the  pencil 
of  tafte. 


Your 
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Your  attention  will  be  called  in 
this  bufy  part  of  the  park,  alnaoft 
every  ftep  you  take.  — In  advanc- 
ing a few  paces  from  the  laft  feat, 
to  another,  you  will  find  the  face 
of  every  thing ' changed  again ; — 
no' buildings  are  vifible ; all  are 
Ihut  out  by  the  woods ; yet  over 
them,  and  the  lawn  before  you,  an 
opening  difcovers  a clump'  of  firs 
on  a green  knole,  at  an  agreeable 
diftance,  and  the  ftupendous  wre- 
kin,  ending  a diverfified  fcope  of 
country,  of  about  thirty  miles. 

Let  me  remind  you,  that  we  are 
now  mufing  in  the  midft  of  Mr. 

Pope’s 
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Pope’s  favourite  walk among 

thofe  peaceful  bowers  where  he 
was  wont  to  mufe ; when  a little 
farther  we  unexpeftedly  drop  up- 
on a Doric  portico,  which  is  ho- 
noured with  the  name  of 

POPE’S  BUILDING; 

I N S C.R  I B E D j 

O U I E T I E T MUSIS. 

To  Quiet  and  the  Mufes. 

This  charmipg  feat  US’  on  the 
brink  of  a fteep  declivity,  the 
woods  in  its  front  and  fades  form- 
ing a very  ftriking  area  of  lawn, 
where  you  will  obferve  among  the 

trees. 
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trees,  a glimmering  of  water,  and 
that  fturdy  ivy-twifted  oak  I took 
you  to,  on  emerging  from  the 
gnitj  and  beyond,  partly  in  the 
fame  direftion,  over  the  top  of 
the  grove,  in  the  valley  beneath, 
the  portico,  the  obelilk.  Witch- 
berry  wood,  and  part  of  the  fir 
plantations ; but  the  Grecian  tem- 
ple is  entirely  fecluded. 


I am,  &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  VI. 

I THINK,  in  my  laft,  I left 
you  reclined  on  that  feat  oh 
which  the  immortal  Pope  ufed  to  fit 
contemplating,  or  (like  you)  ad- 
miring the  beauteous  fcene  before 
him.  — Let  me  now  condud  you 
through  another  part  of  the  poet’s 
walk,  lefs  ornamented  indeed, 
tholigh  not  lefs  worthy  your  at- 
tention. 

From  hence  (obferving  after  a 
while  to  keep  to  the  left)  the  walk 

takes 
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takes  a folitary  turn  within  the 
wood  in  artlefs  wave,  overlhaded 
by  the  .nobleft  oaks  that  ever 
grew  j venerable  and  lofty,  fbme 
fhattered  by  time,  hoary,  and  fliew- 
ing  their  mofs- grown  capricious 
roots  : others  in  their  prime,  wav- 
ing in  the  breeze  their  gay  foli-. 

aged  arms: even  the  very  air 

^ itfelf  breathes  pleafurej  you  feel, 
its  genial  influence  ; and  whilfl: 
happy  in  the  enjoyment,  an  open- 
ing difcovers  thofe  extenfive  lawns 
and  groves,  which  it  has  been  faid 
greatly  refemble  the  much-famed 
ones  of  Tinian. 

Whatever  they  may  refemble,  . 
furely  nothing  can  exceed  the  land- 

fcape 
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fcape  before  us,  in  point  of  every 
defirable  beauty — no  parade  of 
art  in  the  fumptuous  temple  — no 
groves  tortured  into  avenue,  or 
other  ridiculous  transformation. 
Nature  here  wears  the  robes  of 
her  own  choice,  difcovering  that 
chaftity  of  drefs,  which  ever  finds 
a w'ay  to  the  heart  before  the  moil 
Iplendidly  alluring. 

i remember  to-  have  heard  a 
man  of  reputed  genius  declare, 
that  no  landfcape  could  be  com- 
pleat  without  the  appearance  of  a 
building.  This  fuggefts  the  pain- 
ter— true;  but  though  one  Ihould 
imagine  landfcape  painters  to  be 
, H very 
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very  good  defigners,  I confefs,  I 
never  heard  that  any  of  them  ac- 
quired much  reputation  as  fuch ; 
at  leaft,  I believe  it  is  rare.  Real 
landfcape,  and  canvafs  landfcape, 
are  two  things  j painting  and  defign- 
ing  may  feem  analagous ; but  be- 
lieve me,  4iey  are  extremely  dif- 
ferent. 

Though  no  building  appear  here, 
except  the  urny  dedicated  to  that 
great  genius,  Pope,  who  particularly 
regarded  this  place,  and  which  ftands 
fo  gracefully  among  the  felf-dropt 
trees,  ftraggling  from  the  hanging 
wood  — I cannot  be  perfuaded  that 
cither  temple,  obelifk,  or  any  other 

ornament 
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ornament  is  wanting — fufEciently 
piflurefque  are  the  woods,  the  fine 
inequality  of  the  ground,  the  rich- 
nefs  and  beauty  of  the  irregular- 
fided  fweeping  lawn,  the  vivid  hills 
of  Clent  too,  fwelling  gradually 
over  a more  diftant  ranging  grove, 
and  crowned  with  the  cluftering 
pine.  — Nature,  in  fome  places,  is 
fo  replete  with  all  that  is  amiable, 
that  nothing  but  the  moft  gothic 
ignorance  would  attempt  an  im- 
provement--—what  file  means  to 
be  vifible  here,  is  only  the  plain, 
paftoral,  and  fimple. 

While  thus  your  attention  is 
engaged,  and  your  eye  eagerly 
glances  over  this  beautiful  blend 
Ha  of 
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of  lawn,  hill,  and  wood,  you  are 
drawn  to  another  bench  at  a little 
diftance ; where  you  will  find  thefe 
lines : 

Libet  jacere  modo  fub  antiqua  ilice, 
Modo  in  tenaci  gramine : 

Labunter  altis  interim  rivis  aquae, 
Ouaerunter  in  fylvis  aves : 

Fontefque  lymphis  obftrepunt  manantibus 
Somnus  quod  invitet  leves. 

Now  on  the  verdant  grafs  beneath  the  (hade 
Of  ancient  oaks,  our  wearied  limbs  are  laid : 
While  in  full  ftreams  the  water  glides  along. 
And  birds  in  woods  pour  forth  the  plain- 
tive fong ; 

Now  by  fome  fountain,  murm’ring  as  it 
flows, 

Devoid  of  care,  indulge  in  foft  repofe. 

This 
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This  bench  half  furrounds  a 
venerable  oak,  immerfed  in  a fo- 
litary,  rough-lided  deep  glen,  and  - 
a part  of  that,  running  down  to 
the  alcove  before  defcribed  — 
rude,  and  filled  with  variety  of 
trees,  beeches,  oaks,  albes,  in  the 
utmoft  confufion  : fome  tottering 
with  age,  intermingling  their  na- 
ked roots}  others  thin  and  tall, 
aflant  or  ftraight,  mix,  croud,  and 
entwine  their  luxuriant  branches  ; 
among  which,  feveral  rills  are 
taught  to  dribble  their  mazy 
courfe,  in  natural  worn  paflages, 
down  the  fteep  flielving  banks  — 
the  trickling  of  thefe  — the  diftant 
rural  clamour  of  a rookery,  and 
H 3 the 
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the  murmuring  ftock-dove,  joining 
in  concert  with  the  Icfler  warblers 
more  fprightly  Ihrill— with  the 
folemn  pleafing  gloom,  that  ever 
attends  the  genius  of  the  place ; 
imprefs  on  the  mind  the  moft 
agreeable  fenfations,  and  abforb 
every  care  in  the  foft  effulions  of 
tranquillity  and  pleafure^ 

Upon  emerging  from  this  arca- 
dian bower,  which  beggars  de- 
feription,  you  will  tread  a path, 
retired,  and  fhady,  along  the  fide 
of  the  glen,  open  to  the  lawn  and 
wood,  till  you  approach  that  part 
of  it  I brought  you  to  before. 
Here  we  again  crofs,  and  in  turn- 
ing 
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ing  Ihort  to  the  right,  will  mark 
another  rill,  chirping  down  the 
fteep  5 and  in  winding  among  the 
trees,  a fcreen  under  a fpacious 
oak,  gives  the  following  quotation 
from  Horace : 

Inter  cunda  leges,  et  precundabere  dodos, 
Qua  ratione  queas  traducere  leniter  aevum, 
Quid  minuat  curas,  quid  te  tibi  reddat 
amicuxn, 

Quid  pure  tranquillet,  honos,  an  dulce 
lucellum  ; 

An  fecreturn  iter,  et  failentis  femita  vitae. 

Confult  the  wifdom  of  each  page, 
Enquire  of  ev’ry  fcienc’d  fage. 

How  you  may  glide  with  gentle  eafe, 
Adown  the  current  of  your  days ; 

H4 
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What  may  the  force  of  care  fufpend. 
And  make  you  to  yourfelf  a friend ; 
Whether  the  tranquil  mind,  and  pure. 
Honours,  or  wealth,  our  blifj  fecure ; 

Or  down  through  life  unknown  to  ftray. 
Where  lonely  leads  the  fiient  way. 

FRANCIS. 

The  ground  about  this  place  has 
a good  deal  the  air  of  the  forego^ 
ing  fcene  j its  inequalities  are  bold, 
and  finely  mantled  with  wood, 
carrying,  as  the  eye  is  led  up 
the  Ibmbrous  glen,  a face  of  the 
deepeft  folitude,  yet  not  without  a 
certain  chearfulnefs  hanging  about 
it,  extremely  pleafing;  — and  as 
the  path  twifts  among  the  nume- 
rous, lofty,  and  fuperb  trees,  you 

have 
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have  now  and  then  a glimpfe,  and 
at  lafl  a full  view  of 

The  ROT  UNDO. 

But  before  you  approach  it,,  a 
bench  will  flop  you  a moment  to 
take  a curfory  look  upon  the  wild 
and  lefs  diftinguifhed  part  of  the 
park,  A?^hich  here  extenfively  opens 
to  the  foot  of  the  Glent  hills,  and 
where  you  fee  the  gothic  white 
feat,  in  a very  becoming  charadler, 
under  the  ranging  grove. 

The  rotundo  is  an  elegant  and 
compleat  building  j and  from  if, 
the  alcove,  deep  in  the  bottom  of 

the 


122  A DESCRIPTION  OF 


the  avenue,  is  the  prettieft  picture 
imaginable — I call  it  an  avenue, 
but  it  deferves  a better  appellation 
— it  no  way  refembles  one  of  thofe 
ridiculous  formal  lines  cut  inten- 
tionally for  Rich  through  a wood ; 
but  what  you  often  fee  nature  give, 
a hollow  narrow  valley,  its  fteep 
fides  crouded  with  trees,  and  what, 
if  aflifted  by  art  in  a fimilar  man- 
ner to  this,  might  appear  fome- 
what  in  the  fame  features. 

This  dome  feems  to  be  erefted 
meerly  as  an  objedt  to  give  a 
greater  confequence  to  the  villa 
from  the  alcove : it  being  vifibie 
from  no  other  point,  as  I remem- 
ber^ 
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ber,  to  any  very  extraordinary  ad- 
vantage, at  leafl  not  to  call  for  fo 
luperb  a defign. 

You  will  find  the  ground  about 
it  drefled  in  a very  lively  tafte 
— a felf-dropped  grove  of  oaks 
covers  the  floping  lawn  on  each 
fide ; and  behind,  a laurel  clump 
fcreens,  and  by  its  contrail,  fets  oft 
the  building  in  the  fineft  light.  It 
is  through  the  oak  grove  where 
you  cannot  but  remark  the  oddity 
of  fome  of  the  trees,  that  the  path 
fteals  along,  dipping  again  into 
another  rude  glen,  and  afterwards 
to  a wood-encircled  lawn  — here, 
a fmall  bench  under  a tall  oak. 


gives 
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gives  a perfeftly  romantic  view 
of  the  high  turret  of  the  caftle, 
delightfully  embofomed  — and  at 
the  next  tree  you  are  equally 
pleafed  with  a view  the  other  way, 
of  a fweep  of  the  diftant  country, 
and  the  obelifk,  on  the  Witch- 
berry  hill. 

It  is  now  that  you  enter  a formal 
avenue  of  elms,  which  bears  no 
relation  to  the  beauties  of  Hagley: 
but  you  will  forget  this,  and  keep 
your  eye  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
park,  which  all  the  way  appears  in 
the  very  perfection  of  landfcape^ 
and  after  pafllng  the  rural  vicarage 
houfe,.  and  a whimfical  well,  under 

a clump 
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a clump  of  firs  and  hollies,  you 
will  Hep  again  into  tafte  and  ele- 
gance, at 

THOMSON’S  SEAT. 

A very  handfome  and  well- 
finilhed  building,  in  an  o<ftagonal 
form  j and  his  lordfhip,  who  loved, 
and  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  fliew  his  friendlhip  to  the  poet,' 
erefted  it  to  his  memory. 

Ingenio  immortali 
JACOBI  THOMSON. 
Poetas  fublimis  ; 

Viri  boni: 

./Ediculam  hanc,  in  fecelTu,  quern  vivus  dikxit. 
Poll  mortem  ejus  conftrudlam, 
Dicat  dedicatque 

GEORGIUS  LYTTELTON. 

To 
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To  the  immortal  genius 
Of  J A M E S THOMSON. 

A fublime  poet  ; 

A orood  man: 

O 

This  temple  (built  after  his  death)  in  that  reeels 

Which  when  living  he  delighted  in; 

Is  ere(?led  and  dedicated 
By  GEORGE  LYTTELTON. 

For  variety— for  almoft  every 
principal  feature  that  diftinguilhes 
the  beauty  of  landfcape,  perhaps 
not  one  place . in  the  whole  park, 
holds  the  eye  fo  much  in  pleafurc 
as  this  — the  favourite  one  of  the 
ingenious  and  defcriptive  ‘Thomjon, 

A lawn  gently  Hopes  from  the 
foot  of  the  temple,  in  a copious, 

and 
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and  irregular-llded  area,  fringed 
with  chearful  light  groves ; and  in 
front,  by  that  glorious  one,  mant- 
ling, with  all  its  pride,  the  declivity 
of  the  hill,  where  in  the  midft, 
juft  riling  above  the  branches  of  its 
lower  compartment,  as  if  fuf- 
pended  there,  and  putting  one  in 
mind  of  fome  enchanted  pavilion 
in  romance.  Pope’s  building  ap- 
pears moft  engagingly  attraftive 
— nor  will  you  lefs  admire  the 
more  diftant  Clent  hill,  with  its 
fir  groupe,  the  dulky  old  tower 
underneath,  and  that  pidurefque 
flant  of  lawn  within  the  wood  — 
while  on  the  other  hand,  a break 
lets  in,  the  ftupendous  mountain 

of 
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©f  Malvern,  heaving  up  its  im- 
weildy  fides,  like  a dark  and  heavy 
cloud,  at  an  amazing  diftance. 

From  hence,  the  path  bends 
%vithin  the  lhade  of  iine-fet  trees  j 
and  at  lall  opens  at 

The  COLUMN. 

On  the  top  of  which  ftands  in  a 
Roman  habit,  Frederick  prince  of 
Wales,  the  father  of  his  prefent 
majefty. 

This  pillar  is  erefted  on  that 
lovely  eminence,  I mentioned  on 
my  leaving  the  houfe,  and  which 
gives  fo  much  Importance  to  the 

landfcape 
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landfcape  there.  It  is  fkirted  by  a 
femicircular  grove  of  elms  and 
beeches,  extending  from  its  bafe 
down  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  be- 
' hind,  by  tall  firs  rifing  gradually 
above  each  other  in  the  moll 
graceful  manner,  and  far  above 
the  height  of  the  building.  — In 
regard  to  the  profpedl  from  it, 
furely  nothing  can  be  greater — 
more  delightful.  The  verdure  of 
the  fweeping  lawn,  the  inexprefli- 
ble  richnefs  of  the  groves  upon  it, 
the  grandeur  of  the  hodfe,  and  the 
luxuriant,  uninterrupted  expanfe 
beyond,  uniting,  form  at  once  one 
of  the  moft  fplendid,  diverfified 
fcenes  the  eye  can  wifh  for,  or  the 
' I 'moft 
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tnoft  animated  imagination  con- 
ceive. 

Down  from  this  hill,  the  path 
ftretches  within  the  umbrage  of 
the  grove,  to  the  Alcove  j where  I 
again  fat  for  fome  time,  contem- 
plating the  flowery  fcene,  and  then 
after  paffing  the  other  wicket,  I 
found  an  amufing  walk  that  led  me 
through  an  avenue  of  old  trees  of 
an  amazing  flze,  by  the  church,  to 
the  noble  manfion. 

Whether  this  celebrated  park  be 
Confidered  as  a park  only,  or  a 
garden,  or  bothj  its  beauties  are 
fo  correfpondent  — fo  charafter- 

iftic 
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iftic,  that  in  either  light,  it  fpeaks 
the  well-known  genius  of  the  great 
defigner : — no  fcenes  were  ever 
formed  with  more  judgment,  or 
ever  appeared  in  a happier  con- 
nexion—no  buildings, -if  you  are 
attentive  to  them,  whether  on  the 
hill,  in  the  wood,  or  in  the  deep 
recefs,  ever  gave  a finer  confe- 
quence  to  the  Ipots  they  decorate ; 
fo  critically  are  they  adapted  to 
each  peculiar  place, 

A park  gives  a great  latitude  to 
a man  of  tafte : gay  and  fanciful 
objefts,  are  certainly  required  j and 
fhould  be  thrown  about  with  a li- 
beral hand  where  proper  points  re- 
I z quire 
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quire  them  — but  neither  gaudyi, 
trifling,  or  fuperfluous : errors  too 
often  fallen  into,  and  when  fo,  give 
more  difguft  than  a total  fuppref- 
fion  of  them.  — The  Witchberry 
hills,  in  their  natural  ftate,  before 
the  pencil  marked  them,  were 
dreary,  naked  and  wild;  that,  and 
their  proximity  to  fo  gay  a neigh- 
bour as  the  park,  caught  the  eye  of 
his  lordlhip  — they  called  for  em- 
bellifbment ; and  when  the  por- 
tico, the  obelifk,  and  the  fir  planta- 
tion, rofe  Upon  their  brows,  per- 
feftion  rofe  with  them ; and  they 
now  ftand  the  admiration  of  every 
beholder. 
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Hagley,  with  all  its  fuperior 
accoinplifhments,  is  looked  upon 
by  a great  many  people,  (wife 
connoifleurs  undoubtedly)  to  be 
defeftive  on  account  of  its  not 
having  a river,  or  an  extenfive 
lake,  without  once  troubling  their 
heads  about  the  impoflibility  of 
there  being  either.  — May  one  not 
as  rationally  make  the  lame  ob- 
jeclion,  and  call  a place  that  is  flat, 
which  nature  hath  abundantly  fup- 
plied  with  water,  as  defective,  be- 
caufe  there  is  no  hill  to  recom- 
mend it?  — The  genius  of  Hag- 
ley  is  fuch,  that  it  does  not  require 
the  appearance  of  water ; nor  is 
there  one  part  in  the  whole  do- 
main,,, 
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main,  where  a lake  would  ha%'e  a 
good  efFeft. 

Were  I to  think  any  thing, 
befides  what  I have  hitherto  call: 
a critical  eye  upon,  exceptiona- 
ble, in  thefe  inimitable  pleafure 
grounds,  it  would  be  the  crop- 
ping of  fome  of  the  laurels  in 
the  grotto  j and  the  confined  ex- 
tent of  lawn  on  the  North  fide  of 
the  houfe  — but  when  even  thefe 
come  to  be  duly  confidered,  yon 
will  find  a ftrong  neceflity  for  both 
— were  the  laurels  fuffered  to 
ftand  in  the  freedom  of  growth,  the 
vifta  from  the  Alcove  would  be  ob- 
flru6ted  and  the  houfe  would  lofe 


great 
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great  conveniences  in  a fituatibn 
farther  from  the  offices. 

Upon  the  whole,  whatever  may 
be  called  faulty,  I think  it  is  lit- 
tle better  than  impertinence  to 
point  out  a Angle  blemifh— take 
it  altogether,  Hagley  is  undoubt- 
edly one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
places  in  the  kingdom,  for  tafte, 
elegance,  and  beauty. 

I am 

Yours,  &c. 


THE  END- 


